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WITHOUT IMPOSING ANY NEW TAX OR INCREASING THE RATE OF ANY EXISTING TAX, SHALL 

THE EXISTING TEMPORARY SALES AND USE TAX   AUTHORIZED EXCLUSIVELY FOR ROAD 

REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS, AT A RATE REDUCED FROM 0.62% (6.2 PENNIES ON $ 10 

PURCHASE) TO 0.57% (5.7 PENNIES ON A $10 PURCHASE), BE  EXTENDED FOR A FIVE-YEAR 

PERIOD AFTER ITS CURRENT EXPIRATION ON DECEMBER 31, 2020 TO AND UNTIL DECEMBER 

31, 2025, WITH ALL  REVENUES DERIVED THEREFROM TO BE PLACED IN A DEDICATED FUND 

TO BE EXPENDED ONLY UPON ROAD REPAIRS AND IMPROVEMENTS WITHIN THE CITY, 

INCLUDING RESIDENTIAL STREETS, PARK AND CITY GOLF COURSE ACCESS ROADS AND 

CEMETERY ROADS, AND ROAD RECONSTRUCTION WHERE SEVERE DETERIORATION DOES 

NOT ALLOW REPAIR, AS A VOTER APPROVED  REVENUE CHANGE AND EXCEPTION TO 

REVENUE, SPENDING AND OTHER LIMITATIONS WHICH WOULD OTHERWISE APPLY UNDER 

SECTION 7-90 OF THE CITY CHARTER, ARTICLE X, SECTION 20 OF THE COLORADO 

CONSTITUTION, CITY ORDINANCES, OR ANY OTHER LAW? 

 

Summary of written comments for Issue 2C 

Perhaps nothing exemplifies the progress Colorado Springs has made over the last several years more 

than the road improvements accomplished under Issue 2C.  For two decades, the City had underfunded 

its transportation infrastructure.  By 2015, our roads were terrible.  Sixty percent were in poor condition.  

City engineers indicated it would take at least 10 years of significantly increased spending to get back on 

track.  Then in November 2015, Colorado Springs voters overwhelmingly passed Issue 2C that increased 

the City sales tax rate by .62 percent and allowed us to spend approximately $50 million per year for five 

years on road repairs.   



The results have been dramatic.  By the end of the five years, we will have paved or reconstructed over 

1,000 miles of City roads.  The work has been done on time, on budget, and has been fully inspected.  

Claims for vehicle damage due to potholes have decreased over 90% since 2015.  

There is much more work to be done to bring our roads to desired levels. The vast majority of road 

improvements done in the first five years of 2C have been to major arterials.  Only 10% of the 

improvements have been made to residential streets.  That’s why the City Council voted unanimously to 

refer a five year renewal of Issue 2C to the November 2019 ballot.  

If passed, the sales tax rate will be lowered from .62 percent to .57 percent beginning in 2021 upon the 

conclusion of the original voter-approved measure.  However, because of an improved economy, it’s 

estimated to collect an average of about $56 million per year over the five year period. All the money will 

go toward road improvements with at least 50% of the funds to be spent on residential streets.  A list of 

roads to be repaved or reconstructed under the 2C renewal has been published by the City and can be 

found at www.coloradosprings.gov/2C. 

As was the case with the original 2C, gas, groceries, prescriptions, and more will remain exempt from the 

sales tax. Likewise, all work under the 2C renewal will be done by private contractors and no new City 

employees will be hired. The City will also maintain the level of general fund spending it had for street 

maintenance efforts before the passage of Issue 2C. 

Renewing Issue 2C for another five years is critical to improving our public infrastructure and maintaining 

the momentum we have in Colorado Springs.  

Summary of written comments against Issue 2C 

In 2015, voters in the City of Colorado Springs passed 2C, a tax increase for road maintenance and 

repair. It was colloquially known as the “pothole tax.” Urging voters to vote NO commenter states, 

politicians broke their promise of a five-year temporary tax hike and now want another five years of this 

largest tax increase in City history. The five-year sunset gives us an opportunity to assess if our tax 

dollars have been well spent. 

As of the 2018 4th Quarter 2C report on the spending; only 53% of the money has gone to actual paving 

or pothole projects. Additionally, 2C funds have been used to remove and replace sidewalks and curbs in 

order to comply with ADA regulations. 39% of the funds have been poured into concrete work. 

2C is a tax increase and a sales tax. It is not “5.7” pennies, but $55 million yearly. Sales taxes hurt the 

most vulnerable among us the most —those on a fixed income and those living paycheck to paycheck. 

Many Colorado Springs citizens struggle to survive, as wages have not risen in relation to the cost of 

living. Colorado Springs now has a cost of living that is growing more than twice as fast as the national 

average. Taxes, including sales taxes, are a part of that cost of living. We have a higher total sales tax 

rate (8.25%) than Denver. 

City salaries exceed our median household incomes; many exceed the mayor's salary. We pay three 

extra taxes for police, parks, and roads, on top of the $308 million base budget. We little taxpayers pay 

for infrastructure costs (roads, police and fire stations, drainage, parks, etc.) caused by the Mayor’s 

developer pals. 

City government has grown in the 4 years since the original 2C passed in 2015. The general fund has 

increased from over $258 million in 2015, to more than $308 million in 2019. Those General Fund 

numbers do not include 2C and Stormwater Fee funds, asserted to be an illegal “rain tax” of $17 

http://www.coloradosprings.gov/2C


million/year. The City has added 96 full time public safety employees and 85 additional employees in that 

time, including jobs such as “bicycle planner” and a new office of innovational and sustainability. The City 

also gets a $32 million kickback from utilities, more dirty dealing and illegal taxation. Voters should not 

reward liars. 

Commenter asserts that the City's back room deal with contractors accepts poor quality roads that last 

only two years, while other cities require five or seven-year guarantees. City road contractors make huge 

donations to City politicians, including the mayor. Taxpayers are again left holding the bag. 

We have not seen an announcement from the City that it has even looked to reduce costs on anything, or 

to find efficiencies. Not one dime. We believe the money to maintain our roads is there- without passing 

2C. It’s time the City of Colorado Springs live within its means.  

 

 

 

 


