
Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services 

 

                                                      Agenda 

                                                 Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services  
                                                   Advisory Board

 

      Please silence your phone during the meeting.

 

  PR&CS Administration 
1401 Recreation Way 

Colorado Springs, CO 80905 

 
Thursday, October 10, 2019             7:30 a.m.                                    Palmer Room 
 

 
Call to Order  
 
Citizen Discussion   
Time for any individual to bring before the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board any matter of interest 
they wish to discuss that is not elsewhere on the agenda.  Comments are restricted to three (3) minutes; 
you will hear an alarm when your time is up.  Please contact PR&CS staff no later than the last 
Wednesday of the month prior if you wish to place a longer presentation on the agenda.   
 
Approval of Minutes- September 12, 2019 
Minutes are posted no later than 5:00pm on the Tuesday before the meeting at:  
https://coloradosprings.gov/city-council/page/parks-and-recreation-advisory-board 
 
Ceremonial Item (time certain 10:00 a.m.)  
Springs in Bloom Judges Recognition                            Donna Sanchez 
 
Action Items 
Jimmy Camp Creek – Prairie Preserve Acquisition                      Britt Haley 
Kettle Creek Greenway Acquisition         Britt Haley 
GOCO Grant Resolution for an Open Space Grant Application – Kettle Creek  Tilah Larson 
GOCO Grant Resolution for an Open Space Grant Application – Jimmy Camp   Tilah Larson 
     Creek Prairie Preserve 
Great Outdoors Colorado School Yard Initiative Grant – Atlas Preparatory School  Tilah Larson 
     And Skyway Elementary School    
   

Presentations 

TOPS Stewardship Season-End Update    Scott Abbott/Gillian Rossi 
Archaeology Update                  Anna Cordova 
 
Staff Updates 

City Council Budget Sessions                              Kelly Rajab 
 
Board Member Pictures           David Deitemeyer 
 
Board Business 
 
Adjournment 

https://coloradosprings.gov/city-council/page/parks-and-recreation-advisory-board


COLORADO SPRINGS PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
 

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Advisory Board 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: October 10, 2019  
 
Item Number: Action Item #  1 

 
Item Name: Jimmy Camp Creek Acquisitions 
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
One of the identified priorities of the TOPS Working Committee has been to focus on candidate 
open space parcels that would link the Corral Bluffs Open Space to the Jimmy Camp Creek 
Regional Park. Colorado Springs Utilities (Utilities) has begun the process to dispose of 
properties it acquired in the early 2000s for a reservoir project but which are no longer needed 
by Utilities for that purpose. This proposal involves an intra city transfer for appraised value of 
eleven (11) of those properties to make this vital connection and secure habitat and open space 
conservation across this remarkable landscape. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
As a result of extreme drought conditions and watering restrictions from 2002-2004 indicating 
that additional water storage was needed to ensure sufficient supply for customers, City Council 
directed Utilities to acquire property for a future terminal storage reservoir for the Southern 
Delivery System (SDS) project. City Council authorized the purchase of fifteen (15) properties 
east of Colorado Springs to build the SDS terminal storage near Jimmy Camp Creek in 
conjunction with SDS. Ten (10) of the fifteen (15) properties were purchased subject to rights of 
first refusal (ROFR) granting the prior property owners the ability to re-purchase the properties if 
Utilities did not construct the reservoir project or had no use for the properties. In its 2017 
Integrated Water Resource Plan, Utilities formally announced it would not build the Jimmy 
Camp Creek Reservoir and indicated that it had no use for the properties. At that point Utilities 
began to evaluate the possible disposal of the Jimmy Camp Creek properties.  In accordance 
with the requirements of the Procedure Manual for the Acquisition and Disposition of Real 
Property Interests, Utilities through the City’s real estate services division invited city 
departments to purchase the properties and the Parks Department expressed interest. Four (4) 
of the ten (10) owners with ROFRs have elected to exercise their rights to repurchase their 
properties. The remaining eleven (11) properties are available for purchase by the TOPS 
program. 
 
After a decade of acquiring candidate open space property on the City’s eastern boundary, the 
TOPS program is now presented with the opportunity to create the long sought after link 
between the Corral Bluffs Open Space and the Jimmy Camp Creek Regional Park which are 
two keystone park properties.  The eleven (11) properties (referred to as “Jimmy Camp Creek 
Prairie Preserve”) offers an outstanding natural area that connects two large existing properties, 
which would achieve landscape-scale conservation in eastern Colorado Springs. The 295 acre 
prairie preserve will help link the 876 acres of Corral Bluffs to the 693 acres of Jimmy Camp 
Creek Regional Park, resulting in the conservation of 1,864 acres of critical prairie habitat, 
distinctive bluff landforms, a transitional ponderosa pine ecosystem and the associated diverse 
wildlife habitat. 
 
The total appraised value of the eleven parcels is $3,188,000 as shown below. 
 
 

 
 



 
Property 

 
Appraised Value  

APN 53-000-00-315 $       175,600  

APN 53-000-00-127 $       299,000  

APN 53-000-00-200 $       167,000  

APN 53-000-00-141 $       581,000  

APN 53-000-00-514 $       124,500  

APN 53-000-00-124 $       388,000  

APN 53-000-00-349 $       394,000  

APN 53-000-00-170 $       403,000  

APN 53-000-00-515 $       396,500  

APN 53-000-00-133 $       115,000  

APN 54-000-00-045 $       144,500  

Total TOPS Acquisition             $ 3,188,000 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
Acquisition:  Acquisition of the 295 acres will require funding of $3,188,000 plus real estate 
transaction costs of up to $2,500 from the TOPS Open Space Category. Staff is also 
recommending an additional sum of $400,000 for demolition of the unneeded structures on up 
to five (5) of the eleven (11) properties. However, staff will not expend any of these funds, if 
approved, until acquisition has been completed, the tenants have vacated the properties and 
the structures have been fully evaluated. Staff recommends that the $400,000 for this work be 
conditioned on the receipt of revenues in excess of projected 2020 revenues. In addition, Parks 
staff have submitted a request to Great Outdoors Colorado for funding of $800,000 to support 
this acquisition. A decision on this grant application will be made by mid-December of this year. 
 
Revenue: Utilities has extended the leases of some of the tenants until June 30, 2020 to enable 
them to transition to their new locations. The current lease payments are $300 per month. This 
means that Parks will begin to receive revenue through assignment of the lease agreements 
upon closing. The lease assignments will provide approximately six months of lease payments 
under the current lease terms with Utilities. If Parks elects to continue the leases, the leases 
would be evaluated and offered at current market value.  
 
STAKEHOLDER PROCESS:   
The TOPS Working Committee meetings and Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Advisory 
Board meetings provide opportunities for public comment.  In addition, TOPS staff worked with 
the Corral Bluffs Alliance, the friends group associated with the Corral Bluffs Open Space to 
evaluate this potential acquisition. The Corral Bluffs Alliance provided a letter of support for this 
project. 
 
BOARD/COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 
At its October 2, 2019 meeting, the TOPS Working Committee voted unanimously to 
recommend acquisition of the Jimmy Camp Creek Prairie Preserve properties. 



  
 
ALTERNATIVES:  The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Advisory Board may decline to 
recommend acquisition of the properties. 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends acquisition of the 295 acres currently owned by Utilities for the appraised 
value of $3,188,000 and up to $2,500 for real estate transaction costs for a total of $3,190,500 
to help link the Corral Bluffs Open Space to the Jimmy Camp Creek Regional Park and for 
approval to spend up to $400,000 for testing, demolition and disposal of unneeded structures 
from the TOPS Open Space Category provided that 2020 TOPS Sales Tax revenues are 
collected in excess of the projected 2020 revenues. 
 
PROPOSED MOTION: 
A motion to recommend acquisition of 295 acres currently owned by Colorado Springs Utilities 
for a total cost of $3,190,500 which represents the appraised value of $3,188,000 and the 
estimated real estate transaction costs of $2,500. In addition, up to $400,000 is approved for 
testing, demolition and disposal of unneeded structures from the TOPS Open Space Category 
provided that 2020 TOPS Sales Tax revenues are collected in excess of the projected 2020 
revenues. 
  
 
Attachments: 
 Map depicting the properties 
 Letters of support 
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30 September 2019 
 

Colorado Springs Parks & Recreation & Cultural Service, 
 
The board of CoBA supports the acquisition of the CSU properties that will ultimately be used to connect 

Jimmy Camp Creek (JCC) and Corral Bluffs Open Space (CBOS).  With this acquisition  the research on this 
area can continue and be more complete.  This is a unique opportunity for the city of Colorado Springs to 

preserve and maintain an area that has been mostly undeveloped and protected.  The folks who have made 

this their home have, for the most part, been very respectful of the land and have been happy to have it 
preserved.  At this time, I recall Dr. Kirk Johnson's comment at an public forum held by the El Paso Parks 

Dept, ...every time the wind blows or there is any rain, there are new things that appear... (I 
paraphrased).   This is a very fragile area, with erosive soils, and the acquisition will allow for the city to 

perhaps post a ranger out in this area to help with more immediate protection of these rich lands and it's 

many treasures: from the 66 million year ago fossils, the artifacts from the Palo-indians and later the plains 
Indians, thru the early settlers in this area.  We urge you to acquire these properties and continue the effort 

to complete the connectivity between JCC and CBOS. 
 

 
Jackie Hilaire 

President of the Board of Directors for Corral Bluffs Alliance (CoBA) 

 

 
 





COLORADO SPRINGS PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
 

Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Advisory Board 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: October 10, 2019  
 
Item Number: Action Item #  2 

 
Item Name: Kettle Creek Greenway Acquisition 
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
Although the City’s Trails, Open Space and Parks (TOPS) sales tax program has been in place 
for over 22 years, this proposed open space acquisition would be the first to occur in the 
northeast quadrant of the city, which borders the Black Forest area. Northern Colorado Springs 
is quickly urbanizing to meet the demands of a growing population.  The State Demography 
Office predicts that the population of El Paso County will surpass that of Denver County by 
2050, with much of the development occurring in the north and eastern regions of El Paso 
County. The Kettle Creek Greenway could set the stage for additional strategic investments by 
TOPS to build a legacy of open space and greenways in the northeast quadrant of the city. 
 
BACKGROUND: 
Increasing development in northeast Colorado Springs prompted the city to actively pursue 
open space candidate areas in that quadrant of the city, recognizing the importance of securing 
land for conservation before opportunities no longer exist. The family that owns the Kettle Creek 
property was receptive to the city’s interest and has committed to selling approximately 154 
acres to the TOPS program in support of open space and greenway conservation. Additionally, 
the family has generously offered to make a donation of $500,000 to the TOPS program in 
support of stewardship activities on Kettle Creek or as a resource for future land acquisition. 
 
The Kettle Creek property offers outstanding views of Pikes Peak and features a rugged riparian 
habitat. The 2014 Park System Master Plan identifies it as a candidate open space property and 
due to the beautiful Kettle Creek traversing the property; it is also identified by that plan as a 
candidate greenway. Kettle Creek offers important conservation opportunities and natural 
resource values, including: 
 
Habitat Preservation: The Kettle Creek property features significant wildlife habitat in the Kettle 
Creek waterway, including upland habitat with rolling grassland, healthy stands of ponderosa 
pine and encompassing view sheds to the north and to the west. The Kettle Creek waterway is 
a live stream year round. Its grassy bottomland provides critical habitat for the Prebles Meadow 
Jumping Mouse (Preble’s), a threatened species under the Endangered Species Act, and offers 
the opportunity to connect to the Preble’s habitat conservation plan areas of the neighboring 
Briargate development to the west.  
 
Further, Kettle Creek is one of nine headwaters of streams in El Paso County, originating in 
Black Forest and flowing in all directions from Black Forest.  Kettle Creek is the largest, and 
most diverse riparian system south of the Platte-Arkansas (Palmer) Divide and trends west and 
southwest across Monument Valley in front of Pikes Peak. The upper tributaries of Kettle Creek 
start as spring-fed grassy swales surrounded by ponderosa pine forests.  The grassy swales are 
home to unusual relict tall-grass prairie systems with many rare plants of interest to the 
Colorado Natural Heritage Program.  At this location, Kettle Creek incises deeply into the 
landscape, changing from broad, shallow headwater swales, to the deep canyon across the 
prairie that is the heart of this project. The Colorado Natural Heritage Program identified 



Monument Creek and its tributaries, including Kettle Creek, as having very high biodiversity 
significance, with the most important environmental factor being the maintenance of consistent, 
natural hydrology that supports the riparian system.   
 
Connectivity: From a recreation and transportation perspective, this property will provide an 
opportunity for the continuance of the city’s Skyline Trail and connection to the planned La Foret 
Regional Trail, identified in the El Paso County Master Plan.  Starting at the northern end of City 
maintained trails, the La Foret Trail is planned to continue east along Black Squirrel Creek and 
eventually connecting to Black Forest Regional Park. 
 
Essential Buffer Space: An open space acquisition by the City of Colorado Springs in this 
location would be significant for demonstrating the importance of land conservation in a 
developing area of the city and can prompt northern landowners to prioritize open space 
conservation efforts.  Due to the property’s immediate proximity to new residential development 
on its south boundary, and its direct adjacency to Powers Boulevard, Interquest Parkway and 
the Highway 83 traffic corridor, significant portions of it are also considered imminently 
developable. The surrounding areas to the south, east and west of Kettle Creek are currently 
under construction for extensive residential and commercial growth.  Open space is greatly 
needed in this part of the City and limited opportunity exists to secure significant and meaningful 
parcels of land.   
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
Acquisition:  The Kettle Creek property appraised for a value of $5,796,000. The family 
members who own this property have agreed that the TOPS program may purchase the 
property in two phases over two years. One requirement of the legal documents controlling a 
sale of the property is that an updated appraisal must be completed at least sixty (60) days prior 
to closing of any sale. Thus, the appraised value of $5,796,000 will be adjusted up or down 
based on two appraisal updates. Recognizing that both the sellers and the TOPS program bear 
some market risk in the adjustment requirement, staff recommends that the approval include a 
5% value which calculates to $289,800 to address a value increase if supported by the 
appraisal update. This recommendation on the lower end of regional real estate sales analyses 
showing between 4% and 9% growth in real estate values. Additionally, to support the cost of 
this acquisition, City staff have submitted a funding request to Great Outdoors Colorado for 
$1,000,000 from its open space funding category. GOCO is currently reviewing the funding 
request and decisions will be made for this round of applications by mid-December of 2019. 
Finally, the landowners have agreed to make a generous personal donation of $500,000 to the 
TOPS program in support of stewardship activities on Kettle Creek or as a resource for future 
land acquisition. 
 
STAKEHOLDER PROCESS:   
The TOPS Working Committee meetings and Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Advisory 
Board meetings provide opportunities for public comment.   
 
BOARD/COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION: 
At its October 2, 2019 meeting the TOPS Working Committee voted unanimously to recommend 
acquisition of the approximately 154 acres of property that comprise the Kettle Creek Greenway 
in the amount of $5,796,000 to include the purchase price, real estate transaction costs not to 
exceed $5000 and up to a 5% land value increase upon reappraisal prior to the second phase 
closing from the TOPS Open Space Category. 
  
ALTERNATIVES:  The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Advisory Board may decline to 
recommend acquisition of the properties. 
 
 
 



RECOMMENDATION: 
Staff recommends acquisition of the approximately154 acre Kettle Creek Greenway property in 
two phases for the appraised value of $5,796,000, subject to appraisal updates to the purchase 
price as part of the phased purchase and to include the associated real estate transaction costs.  
Based on recent transaction costs, staff estimates that the real estate transaction costs will not 
exceed $5000. 
 
PROPOSED MOTION: 
A motion to recommend acquisition of the approximately 154 acre Kettle Creek Greenway 
property with revenues from the TOPS Open Space Category for a purchase price of 
$5,796,000, subject to appraisal updates prior to each close to include up to a 5% increase in 
value and for the associated real estate transaction costs which are estimated to not exceed 
$5,000.  
  
Attachments: 
Map depicting the property 
Site photos 









COLORADO SPRINGS PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: October 10, 2019  
 
Item Number: Action  -  Item # 3 

 
Item Name: SUPPORT FOR THE CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS’ KETTLE CREEK 
PROPERTY OPEN SPACE GRANT APPLICATION TO GREAT OUTDOORS COLORADO 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department submitted an application to the Great 
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) Open Space Grant program to assist with the acquisition of 153 
acres of the Kettle Creek property. The $1,000,000 request will contribute to acquisition costs 
estimated at $5,885,500.  The department is seeking a resolution from City Council in support of 
the application. 
 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION: 
N/A 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
Increasing development in northeast Colorado Springs prompted the Parks, Recreation and 
Cultural Services Department to actively pursue open space candidate areas, recognizing the 
importance of securing land for conservation before opportunities no longer exist. The 
landowner of the Kettle Creek property, Jovenchi, LLC, is receptive to the city’s proposal for 
acquiring the property for open space and has committed to providing a minimum of 153 acres 
in support of open space and greenway preservation through a fee simple acquisition by the 
city.   
 
Kettle Creek offers the first opportunity for the City of Colorado Springs to invest in open space 
conservation in the northeast, one of the fastest growing areas of the city.  The property offers 
stunning views of Pikes Peak and the city’s mountain backdrop to the west. The 2014 Park 
System Master Plan identifies it as a candidate open space property and due to the beautiful 
Kettle Creek traversing the property it is also identified by that plan as a candidate greenway. 
Kettle Creek offers important recreation opportunities and natural resource values including 
habitat preservation and trail connectivity. Furthermore, as a tributary to Monument Creek, a 
critical riparian area for our region, Kettle Creek serves to stabilize the sedimentation, run-off 
and hydrologic patterns of this critical watershed. Although the City’s Trails, Open Space and 
Parks sales tax program has been in place for over 22 years, this proposed open space 
acquisition would be the first to occur in the northeast quadrant of the city. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Through Trails, Open Space and Parks funding the city will provide $4,885,500 as match 
funding in order to complete the acquisition. 
 
STAKEHOLDER PROCESS: 
 



The 2014 Parks System Master Plan and the Colorado Springs Open Space Plan both identify 
Kettle Creek as a priority open space candidate area.  Each plan sought community feedback, 
received organization endorsements from area partners, and received unanimous approval from 
both the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and City Council. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
The Board may choose not to not support the grant application. Doing so would limit the ability 
of the city to receive GOCO grant funds. 
 
 
PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION: 
Support the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services’ Kettle Creek Property Open Space Grant 
Application to Great Outdoors Colorado 
 
PROPOSED MOTION: 
 
Move to support the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services’ Kettle Creek Property Open 
Space Grant Application to Great Outdoors Colorado. 
 
Attachments:  
None 



Kettle Creek Property

GOCO Open Space Application

Tilah Larson

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services



• Great Outdoors Colorado invests a portion of 
Colorado Lottery proceeds to help preserve 
and enhance the state's parks, trails, wildlife, 
rivers and open space.

• Open space grants help fund land conservation 
projects intended for low-impact, passive 
recreation with very limited facilities.



• Grant request: $1,000,000 in support of acquisition

• Application due: August 2019

• Grant awarded: December 2019 

Grant Application



Kettle Creek

Near:
Hwy 83
Powers Blvd
Old Ranch 
Road

153 Acres
$5,885,500



Kettle Creek



Kettle Creek



Questions



COLORADO SPRINGS PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: October 10, 2019  
 
Item Number: Action  -  Item # 4 

 
Item Name: SUPPORT FOR THE CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS’ JIMMY CAMP 
CREEK OPEN SPACE GRANT APPLICATION TO GREAT OUTDOORS COLORADO 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department submitted an application to the Great 
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) Open Space Grant program to assist with the acquisition of 385 
acres of property located between Jimmy Camp Creek Regional Park and Corral Bluffs Open 
Space. The $800,000 request will contribute to acquisition costs estimated at $3,188,100.  The 
department is seeking a resolution from City Council in support of the application. 
 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION: 
N/A 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
After a decade of acquiring land in eastern area of Colorado Springs, the city is now presented 
with the opportunity to create the long sought after link between two cornerstone properties.  
Jimmy Camp Creek Prairie Preserve offers an outstanding natural area that connects two large 
existing properties, Jimmy Camp Creek Regional Park and Corral Bluffs Open Space, in order 
to achieve landscape-scale conservation in eastern Colorado Springs. The 295 acre parcel of 
the prairie preserve will help link the 876 acres of Corral Bluffs to the 693 acres of Jimmy Camp 
Creek Regional Park, resulting in the preservation of 1,864 acres of critical prairie habitat, 
distinctive bluff landforms, a transitional ponderosa pine ecosystem, and a world class 
paleontological site. 
 
The property, currently owned by Colorado Springs Utilities, was purchased by Colorado 
Springs Utilities in the early 2000s in anticipation of building a reservoir to store water for the 
Southern Delivery System, a 50-mile pipeline from the Pueblo Reservoir.  Colorado Springs 
Utilities abandoned the location as a possible site when the Bureau of Reclamation, Corps of 
Engineers, and Environmental Protection Agency identified a preferred reservoir site several 
miles south. Per the Colorado Springs Utilities Procedure Manual for the Acquisition and 
Disposition, Colorado Springs Utilities invited city departments to purchase and the Parks 
Department expressed interest.  The Department has submitted a GOCO grant application to 
assist with acquisition costs. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 
Through Trails, Open Space and Parks funding the city will provide $2,388,100 as match 
funding in order to complete the acquisition. 
 
STAKEHOLDER PROCESS: 
 



The 2014 Parks System Master Plan and the Colorado Springs Open Space Plan both identify 
this property as a priority open space candidate area.  Each plan sought community feedback, 
received organization endorsements from area partners, and received unanimous approval from 
both the Parks and Recreation Advisory Board and City Council. 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
The Board may choose not to not support the grant application. Doing so would limit the ability 
of the city to receive GOCO grant funds. 
 
 
PROPOSED RECOMMENDATION: 
Support the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services’ Jimmy Camp Creek Open Space Grant 
Application to Great Outdoors Colorado. 
 
PROPOSED MOTION: 
 
Move to support the Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services’ Jimmy Camp Creek Open Space 
Grant Application to Great Outdoors Colorado. 
 
Attachments:  
None 



COLORADO SPRINGS PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
 

PARKS AND RECREATION ADVISORY BOARD 
___________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Date: October 10, 2019  
 
Item Number: Action  -  Item # 5 

 
Item Name: THE CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS SPONSORSHIP OF THE SCHOOL 
YARD INITIATIVE GRANT TO GREAT OUTDOORS COLORADO ON BEHALF OF ATLAS 
PREPARATORY SCHOOL AND SKYWAY ELEMENTARY SCHOOL. 
 
 
 
SUMMARY: 
 
The Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services Department proposes to sponsor 2 Great 
Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) School Yard Initiative grant applications.  The $110,000 grant 
applications will assist with supporting the construction of play and outdoor learning facilities for 
youth. Following the award of a grant, the City and the school will enter into an agreement to 
define the roles and the responsibilities of the parties.  
 
In many cases, schools will replace aging metal play sets, fields of pea gravel and cracking 
concrete slabs with nature-inspired climbing structures, soft all-weather surfaces, play and 
learning areas featuring natural materials like four-season sensory gardens, outdoor 
classrooms, or water features that can simulate floods and erosion. Projects can also include 
traditional play equipment to complement natural components and provide a variety of play 
opportunities. 
 
Each grant application will request $110,000 from GOCO and the required matching dollars will 
be raised by each school. 
 
 
PREVIOUS BOARD ACTION: 
None 
 
 
BACKGROUND: 
 
GOCO’s School Yard Initiative aims to create school grounds that inspire more active physical 
play and enhance learning about nature and the environment. Because all School Yard Initiative 
projects are required to be open to the public during non-school hours, the benefits extend far 
beyond the student body. 
 
School Yard Initiative grants support schools and local governments in constructing outdoor 
spaces where kids have frequent opportunities for play and outdoor learning. All school yards 
must be designed, in part, by the student population to ensure the components constructed are 
the most appealing and beneficial to the users they will serve. This program emphasizes 
projects that reach underserved youth and families who may otherwise have limited access to 
quality parks. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS: 
 



The City has agreed to sponsor the partner schools as GOCO requires that a qualified 
government agency submit the application, and receive and disburse funds for this grant. City 
funds are neither needed nor requested as part of this sponsorship application.  
 
 
ALTERNATIVES: 
The Board may choose not to support the grant applications. Doing so would limit the ability of 
the schools to apply for a GOCO School Yard Initiative grant. 
 
 
RECOMMENDATION: 
Support the City’s sponsorship of 2 School Yard Initiatives Grant applications to Great Outdoors 
Colorado on behalf of Atlas Preparatory School and Skyway Elementary School. 
 
 
PROPOSED MOTION: 
 
Move to support the City’s sponsorship of 2 School Yard Initiatives Grant applications to Great 
Outdoors Colorado on behalf of Atlas Preparatory School and Skyway Elementary School. 
 
 
Attachments: 
 None 



SCHOOL YARD INITIATIVE 

SPONSORSHIP

Tilah Larson, Senior Analyst

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services



• Great Outdoors Colorado invests a portion of Colorado 
Lottery proceeds to help preserve and enhance the state's 
parks, trails, wildlife, rivers and open space.

• Eligible entities may submit grant applications on behalf of 
ineligible organizations. The grant application requires a 
resolution of support from the governing body of the 
submitting entity.

• The School Yard Initiative aims to create school grounds that 
inspire more active physical play and enhance learning about 
nature and the environment.



GRANT APPLICATION

• Government sponsor: City of Colorado Springs

• Grant request: $110,000 per school

• Application due: January 2020

• Grant awarded: April 2020



SCHOOLS SEEKING SPONSORSHIP

• Skyway Elementary School

– Located between Cresta Rd, 8th St and Cheyenne Blvd.

– Cheyenne Mountain District 12

• Atlas Preparatory School

– Located near Fountain Blvd. and Murray Blvd.

– Authorized through Harrison School District 2



QUESTIONS



TOPS UPDATE
2019
October 10th, 2019

Great horned owlet at Red 

Rock Canyon Open Space



February 2019 – 7 Full-time TOPS 

Rangers Hired



Caroline Maddie



TOPS 2019 Summer Seasonal Crew

11 Seasonal TOPS Employees



Public Contacts

 Summer 2019 – 14,683

 Summer 2018 – 6258

 Summer 2017 - 2992







TOPS Programming and Events
 BioBlitz @ Corral Bluffs and RRCOS
 Nature Detective – PPLD and 

Community Centers
 Leading Edge Hike
 Skin n’ Skulls – D11 Summer Series
 Women’s STEM Career Fair
 Adams’ Summer Enrichment 

Programming
 Wildflower ID Hikes
 Painting in the Park
 Meadows Park Community Center 

Programming
 Dog Waste Cleanups
 Volunteer Trail Projects at multiple 

TOPS properties



Traveling Trunks 

receives Columbine 

Award for 

Programming!



New Program!

Tree Biology 
Traveling Trunk

“Wood You 

Be-Leaf It?”



Introducing…TOPS Field Trips!

 District 11 
Elementary/Middle 
Schools

 Geology – RRCOS

 Wildfire Mitigation & 
Ecology – Ute Valley Park

 Watershed Ecology/Leave 
No Trace – Stratton Open 
Space



Nature Detective
 1,037 contacts

 19 programs

 13 libraries

 Summer Discovery 

Camps (Therapeutic 

Recreation)

 Meadows Park 

Community Center



CSPD Patrols
 Patrols started May 

3rd.

 23 patrols (May-August) 

 64 tickets issued.

 48 – Dog Off Leash

 14 – Parking 

 1- Scrambling

 1- Swimming

 1- Possession of 
Alcohol 

1,068 off-leash dogs contacted across TOPS Properties this year!



Manitou Incline Presence
 5,978 public contacts
 8 patrols with El Paso County Sheriff’s Department (45 hours)

 17 visitors with dogs contacted and redirected
 45+ hours of maintenance on grates, chases, and drainages.

 25+ hours of Leave No Trace tabling/education and Incline 
safety



New Dog Ordinance Signage

Now Then



WFR Skills Refresher

Thanks to 

Ranger Mike 

Bowman for 

putting this 

together!



UTV Safety Training with 

Ranger Mike



Venomous Snake Training

Ranger Mike Bowman Ranger Hayley Noneman



Leave No Trace Stewardship

 LNT 2020 Hot Spot 
Nomination

 Signage in Wayfinding 
Package

 Youth Programming
 PPLD

 Community Centers

 Summer Camps

 Staff Training

 Awareness Workshops for 
Friends groups
 Corral Bluffs Alliance

 3 scheduled for October

2020 HERE WE COME!



Stewardship Patches



NAI National Conference 

Presentation – Nov 2019 
Presenter: Wesley Hermann

Co-presenter: Gillian Rossi 



Volunteer Events

Earth Day Trail Restoration

@ Red Rock Canyon OS Drainage Installation @ 

Blodgett Peak Open Space



Maintenance

and Projects





Trail Project Specialist
 Oversee TOPS Trail Crew, 

maintenance operations, 
RMFI contract, trail project 
development, annual trails 
assessment

 Attended Professional Trail 
Builder’s Association and 
Colorado Open Space 
Alliance Conference

 Presenting at Front Range 
Trail Symposium 

 Oversaw trail construction 
projects at Stratton and 
Blodgett Peak Open 
Spaces



Trail Crew

 Crew members: Melanie 
Bernal (Lead), Jonas 
Helvie, Dan Gaumond, 
Sasith Weerasundara, 
Brian Rizzo

 Duties include: trash 
removal, mowing 
operations, trail 
maintenance, Manitou 
Incline maintenance, 
May 21 storm cleanup, 
collaboration with RMFI



Trail Crew Accomplishments
 Work at Stratton, Blodgett Peak, High Chaparral, Ute 

Valley, and Red Rock Canyon 

 Helped lead Colorado Public Lands Day and National 

Trails Day volunteer events with RMFI

 117 feet of trail pruned

 393 feet of trail maintained

 34 drainage structures maintained

 1405 feet of rogue trails restored

 14 check dams installed

 80 feet of fencing installed

 50 native plants transplanted

 10 timber steps built

 800 feet of trail constructed

 1600 feet of trail corridor cleared prior to 

construction

 30 linear feet of rock monowall built



Thank You!



2020 City Council Budget Dates

Parks, Recreation & Cultural Services 
Advisory Board
October 10, 2019
Kelly Rajab, Analyst-Finance & Budget
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2020 Budget Dates-City Council

• October 18 – City Council Budget Work Session (9am – 5pm)

• October 21 – Public Hearing on 2020 Budget (5pm – 7:30pm)

Citizens may also provide input via email to 

allcouncil@springsgov.com

• October 29– City Council 2020 Budget Markup Session (9am 

– 12pm)

• November 12 – 1st reading of 2020 budget ordinance 

November 26 – 2nd reading of 2020 budget ordinance

mailto:allcouncil@springsgov.com
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