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Rustic Hills Drainage and Infrastructure Study 
Neighborhood Workshop #1 

March 30, 2017 

Categorized Responses from Individual Response Forms 

Is there anything you would like to make sure members of the project team understand as they 
conduct this Study? 

 

Implementation ideas (13 mentions =21%) 

− Will tracking rock for non-paved roads be used when Brady Road is paved to keep from tracking 
dirt?  

− Could a recycled road base be used like the pilot program on El Paso St. using recycled asphalt 
shingles?  

− The suggestion for speed bumps is good but consider speed humps. 
− Hold off initially on the speed bumps. Install them later only if necessary. 
− Reduce speed limits on all gravel streets [to] 15 mph. Put cameras on light poles to record “donut 

spinners” that put circles in the roadway, e.g. Lazy R corner with Broken Circle. Don’t put 
“windrows” on edge of road while grading road. 

− While a single option may work for a majority of the neighborhood, the uniqueness of the terrain in 
some areas may cause those areas to have a modified implementation, for example single-sloped 
roads in some places vs. peak roads. 
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− It would be really important to see what the road width was when the neighborhood was built! This 
would make sure where homeowner property lines versus City lines are located. 

− Any necessity of homeowners maintaining culverts and trails will create community conflict. No new 
culverts (where they don’t already exist), except bigger one where needed. Ask homeowners if 
diversion of water onto private property would be allowed. (Consensus of 3 of us). 

− Speed bumps. 
− I just want to be assured that grass or whatever is necessary to stop erosion will be established 

when work is complete. 
− If speed bumps are not added at the beginning, can they be added if there is a problem with 

speeders? Different options for different streets. 
− Speed bumps would be great, if possible. 
− Speed humps OK. 

Support the road/drainage plan (10 mentions =16%) 

− We are in favor of paving.  
− I love the dirt roads. It is why we bought there…however, the drainage must be fixed and I love how 

you have worked to maintain the rural look.  
− Thank you for putting solid surface roads!! 
− I’ve lived in the neighborhood for 26 years with dirt road issues. I’m looking forward to 26 years with 

paved roads!  
− City-paid paving!  
− Drainage is the problem, not pavement. The people that don’t want pavement don’t have drainage 

problems. It is for the good of the whole. If they had to pay for drainage, and not pave, they would 
change their minds quickly. 

− Thank you for the design thoughts – creative and well thought-out. I look forward to see how this 
shakes out. 

− I am very happy with the proposed paved roads and new drainage system and I am glad it’s being 
paid for by the City.  

− Please pave Payton, at least! 

− This is a wonderful plan and effort. This will be a tremendous improvement to the neighborhood.  

Don’t support paving (8 mentions =13%) 

− Paving will change the look of our area – it will not be as “unique,” other than having large lots. I do 
PREFER NOT TO PAVE THE ROADS – no other options were presented to us. 

− No ditch maintenance on my road in 17 years. I will not allow my road to be paved and will fight this 
politically and legally and no non-paved option is now offered after we discussed non-paved options 
exclusively. 

− I would much prefer gravel roads. 
− My choice is gravel. 
− Prefer no asphalt.  
− City is attempting to force road paving on RHIA by presenting our neighborhood as the reason why 

road conditions in the reminder of the city are consistently poor. I don’t buy this argument.  
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− No asphalt. Asphalt will change the uniqueness of the neighborhood. 
− Less or NO asphalt. 

Implementation concerns (8 mentions = 13%) 
− We have an asphalt driveway. When you pave, will you match the grade of our driveway? Every time 

you grade you take 4 inches away and my car bottoms out to get into driveway. 
− Variety of soils and drainages in the subdivision – can’t have roads, walkway, bike paths, and horse 

trails of one/two options.  
− Still concerned about initial costs. 
− One concern is that the City is now back-pedaling to fix paved roads that have not been 

maintained…it provides some real concern.  
− Try not to impact existing fences and trees.  
− Not every option will work in front of every property. Some of the options suggested would 

overwhelm my property. If you put a ditch on my side of the road, you will flood my property and 
my home. I also feel that the wrong option in front of my home will cost me more trees and fence 
and therefore lower my property value. I’d like an on-site visit to discuss the options. (Address 
provided)* 

− Less encroachment and impact on my personal property.  
− Less encroachment and impact on my personal property. (Separate response form but wording 

identical to above). 

Neighborhood process (8 mentions = 13%) 

− First homeowners’ meeting I attended in 2006, when City Manager mentioned paving streets, many 
Association attendees were ready to throw punches at persons with different opinions. Superior 
behavior tonight!  

− Please keep property owners fully informed of next steps and progress via newsletter – email. 
− Thanks very much for your help. 
− Thank you for all the work and for involving us. 
− Thank you for your patience with “crowd control.” 
− Thanks to the City and Wilson for working with the neighborhood to maintain the uniqueness of 

Rustic Hills. 
− You are doing a great – thankless – job. Trying to please everyone won’t happen, but you are trying.  
− You guys have a hard job. Good luck. I trust you. 

Drainage issues (6 mentions = 9%) 
− We have lived here for 43 years and do have trouble with our ditch filling with gravel and sand. 
− I understand the need for improving the drainage. However, I live at (address provided)* and my 

driveway slopes down to my driveway/garage and floods. I would like to know what, if anything, is 
possible to prevent or alleviate this issue.  

− We are at (address provided)* and the present drainage system can produce considerable runoff 
down our driveway and on our property. This has been exacerbated with runoff down the new 
driveway at 1914 [next door] that seems to be dumping water to the east more than the previous 
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driveway. Also, there is no culvert at the bottom of 1916 driveway and water tends to pool/create 
drainage there, directing flow across the street onto my property. Last summer was the worst in the 
26 years we’ve been in the house.  

− Should visit the corner of Half Moon and Broken Circle. There are no culverts on the north(ish) side 
of the road (4902?). Water runs through the properties on the north side and attempts to run to the 
ditch running along Broken Circle. (There is no ditch in front of 4902…I dig a trench along the road 
there multiple times a year to try to keep water from running across the street.) There is a dip in 
Half Moon where the road is uphill in both directions and there is no crown. The water running in 
the trench I dig eventually has trouble getting uphill to the ditch, pools up and runs across the street 
(to 4903), filling the ditch, the culverts, and eventually running across my yard and down the 
driveway. I had tons of road dirt removed from my yard last year…and there is more if you want it. 
There is a ditch in front of 4903 (not on your map) that I clean out multiple times a year. Have been 
doing this for 20 years. I pointed this out multiple times to City reps. who came out after big storms, 
but would be willing to do it again.  

− Over a period of years the road maintenance crews have sloped the road to one side in front of my 
home (address provided)*. When it rains, my culvert (that I installed, 24-foot diameter) fills, then the 
water runs across the street to my neighbor’s garage. Please install a ditch on each side of the road. 

− At (address provided)* the wash-off takes out the driveway on both sides of the property and fills up 
the horse pasture on the low part of the property. 

Preferred options (6 mentions = 9%) 
− I like (non-motorized connection) Option “C” with a 22-foot paved section. 
− On (non-motorized connection) Option C, the 6-foot gravel is a nice idea. The exact same option was 

promised for the Rock Island Trail. On large portions of the Trail, the promise was broken. The only 
walking trail area is slanted so significantly you could not ride a bike or walk. 

− Do not want (non-motorized connection) Option D and E for Filing #1. We have very few horses in 
our area. 

− My choice is (non-motorized connection) Option C, 20-foot lanes.  
− If we get asphalt, prefer 20-foot (closest to non [asphalt]) and prefer 4-foot easement on each side 

of the asphalt. 
− If no other way [than asphalt], 20-foot [roadway] with 4-foot gravel. 

Maintenance (4 mentions =6%) 

− Still concerned about ongoing maintenance. 
− Adequate size of culverts – culverts under existing bridle paths, width of drainage ditches, and 

responsibility for maintenance of cleaning ditches and culverts. Maintaining quality of asphalt with a 
very good road base to prevent cracking and breakage. 

− The drainage ditches must be cleaned out and kept clean. 
− The fact that the City has not been maintaining drainage/road issues for the past 50 years to this 

neighborhood speaks volumes about what true agenda is. The roads need to be maintained how 
they are now. If improvement is seen sufficiently them future, more drastic may be avoided. (?) We 
are being given no option in what work gets done. All roadway options are paved. I’m going to 
predict that the drainage work will never be done, but the paving will go ahead. 

* (All address information and drainage problem descriptions provided have been forwarded on to 
project engineers).  


