
PARKS, RECREATION, TRAILS AND OPEN SPACE 
MASTER PLAN 

City Of Colorado Springs

Parks, Recreation, Trails & Open Space Master Plan December 5, 2013



City Demographics:

• Who are we planning for?
• What are the implications for this Master Plan?
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Demographics

Roughly 70,000
more people live in 
Colorado Springs 
since the 2000 
Master Plan

Colorado Springs’ 
population is 
growing faster than 
State and National 
averages

Source: ESRI
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Demographics

Source: Colorado State Demographer
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2010 to 2025 the 
Colorado Springs 
MSA is expected to 
increase by 26%



5Parks, Recreation, Trails & Open Space Master Plan

Demographics

Hispanic origin is 
the largest and 
fastest growing 
minority group in 
Colorado Springs

Source: ESRI
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Demographics

The Milken 
Institute ranked 
Colorado Springs 
39 out of 200 
large cities for 
successful aging 
for individuals 
aged 65-79.

Source: ESRI
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Quality of Life in Colorado Springs

Source: Pikes Peak United Way Quality of Life Summary Report

Colorado Springs MSA Change in Age Composition of Population
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Quality of Life in Colorado Springs

Colorado Springs Silver Sneakers Participation

Participation the Senior 
Sneakers, a physical 
activity program for 
seniors has tripled in 
the last four years. This 
program is the largest 
of its kind in the 
country. 

Source: Pikes Peak United Way Quality of Life Summary Report
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Quality of Life in Colorado Springs

SHIFTING POPULATION

• Continuing to experience significant population growth among aging baby boomers: over 
10% of the City’s population is over the age of 65

• Shift in residential permitting shows that residential growth in the Colorado Springs MSA is 
spreading out into El Paso County and away from the urban core.

HEALTH AND WELLNESS

• Suicide is the leading cause of death among adolescents and young adults. Suicide rates 
remain higher than state and national averages.  

• Obesity and overweight rates on the rise in El Paso County: 
In 2010, an estimated 37.1% of adults were overweight and 21.2% percent were obese.

Pikes Peak United Way Quality of Life Summary Report 2013
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Quality of Life in Colorado Springs

Activity levels in El Paso 
county for both adults and 
children are still higher than 
state levels.
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IMPACT OF NATURAL DISASTERS

• The Waldo Canyon Fire (2012) and Black Forest Fire (2013) have and continue to cost 
the City millions of dollars to fight, rebuild, and protect natural and built resources

• As a result of these fires the region faces a 350% increase in debris flow and a decade
of heightened flood risk. 

• Current funding is insufficient to address stormwater infrastructure needs which 
threatens roads, bridges, homes and water quality for Colorado Springs residents.

RECREATION AND OPEN SPACE

• City continues to receive national recognition for fitness, recreational opportunities, and 
bicycle infrastructure

• City ranked 41st out of 50 Cities for park spending per resident: $62 compared with the 
national median of $76

Quality of Life in Colorado Springs

Source: Pikes Peak United Way Quality of Life Summary Report
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Significant budget cuts 
have reduced city 
spending on parks 
maintenance and 
improvements  in 
state- and nation-wide.  
Once a top spender, 
Colorado Springs now 
lags behind 
comparable cities on 
parks spending. 

Parks Spending Per Acre

Quality of Life in Colorado Springs

Source: Pikes Peak United Way Quality of Life Summary Report
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Recreation Trends
Average Individual Spending  on Recreation in the City of Colorado Springs

Source: ESRI
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Recreation Trends

Source: 2013 Outdoor Recreation Participation Public Survey Summary Report

Colorado 
Springs
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Recreation Trends

Source: 2013 Outdoor Recreation Participation Public Survey Summary Report

State Recreation Trends


