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TOPS Working Committee Meeting 
Meeting Minutes 
Wednesday, June 3, 2015 
 
Members Present:  Joe Lavorini, Becky Wegner, Jason Alwine, Lee Milner, Leslie Thomas, Jim 
Rees, Jeff Mohrmann, PJ Anderson 
Alternates Present: Cathy Grossman, Sarah Musick 
Citizens Advisory Committee Members Present:  Jackie Hilaire, Scot Hume 
Citizens Advisory Committee Member Absent:  John Maynard 
City Council Members Present: Andy Pico, Tom Strand 
Staff Present:  PR&CS—Kim King, Karen Palus, Chris Lieber, Julie Lafitte, Kurt Schroeder, Matt 
Mayberry, Kelly Rajab.  Other departments—Nina Vetter, Katie Canfield, Mike Miles, Ron 
Carlentine.  
  
****************************************************************************** 
Jim Rees brought the meeting to order at 7:33am. 
 
Agenda Preview 
There were no changes to the agenda. 
 
Announcements (Chris Lieber) 

• Outgoing members PJ Anderson and Jim Rees were recognized for their service and 
presented with framed pictures of properties purchased with TOPS funds. 

• The list of recommended candidates for TOPS Working Committee vacancies was 
presented.  The Parks Board will consider the list at their meeting on June 11.   

o Recommended members: Nancy Hobbs, Cathy Grossman, Sarah Musick 
o Recommended alternates: Jim Klever, Sarah Blakeslee 

 
Approval of Minutes  
Motion – to approve the minutes of the May 6, 2015 meeting. 

• Jason Alwine/Jeff Mohrmann  Approved – Unanimous 
 
Citizen Discussion 
Bill Koerner (TOSC) 

• Invited everyone to participate in the Starlight Express bike ride fundraiser for TOSC on 
June 20 and handed out flyers. 

Susan Davies (TOSC) 
• Announced a volunteer project at Ute Valley Park on June 6 in celebration of 

National Trails Day. 
 

Presentation Items 

• Sharon Milito gave a presentation of paleontological items which have been 
found at Corral Bluffs and Jimmy Camp Creek.  
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• Kurt Schroder gave an update on damage to trails and parks from May rains. 

• Chris Lieber presented the Proposed 2016 CIP Budget.   
o Citizen comments: 

Bill Koerner and Susan Davies (TOSC), Ian Kalmanowitz (immediate past TOPS 
WC chairman), and Doug Carter (past TOPS WC member) spoke: 

1. All reiterated that voters approved the TOPS fund for opens space 
acquisition not maintenance.   

2. All expressed deep concern that spending on stewardship items would 
prevent future acquisition by depleting the fund as well as detract 
from the program’s credibility.  

3. All highly recommended the Committee think very carefully before 
approving the proposed budget. 

4. Recommended that the Committee stay focused on protection and 
acquisition. 

o Committee comments and questions: 
1. What is the amount needed to make the purchases outlined in the 

Master Plan? 
2. What is the difference between “implementation of a land 

management plan” vs “land management?” (The first is a one-time 
major activity; the second is daily on-going.) 

3. Why is stewardship now such a big discussion? (Information gained 
through the master plan process and daily citizen input to the 
department indicate the public wants to “take care of what we have.” 

4. A suggestion was made that the Committee discuss whether some 
“stressed” open spaces should be closed for a time. 

5. Some members expressed the opinion that there is no point in 
acquiring land if it is destroyed by lack of stewardship.  

6. Alternative funding suggestions such as bonds or asking voters to 
change the percentages in the ordinance were brought up.   

 

Action Items 

• Watkins Property Acquisition 
Motion: Approval of the acquisition of the 200-acre Property as an extension of Cheyenne 
Mountain State Park in the amount of $980,000 from the TOPS Open Space Category. 
 

o PJ Anderson/Lee Milner   Approved – Unanimous 
 

• Wedgewood Property Conservation Project 
o Action was deferred to allow time for Committee members to visit the property. 

 
 

Closed Executive Session 
The session was postponed in the interest of time. 
 
Adjournment 
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There being no further business, the Committee adjourned at 10:19am. 


