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Agenda Preview              Committee and Staff  
 
Announcements 
 
Approval of Minutes –August 5, 2015 
  
 
Citizen Discussion                        Citizens 
 
 
Action Items    
Election of TOPS Working Committee Chair and Vice Chair 
Proposed Revisions to City Code to Conform with Voter Approved TOPS Ordinance 
 
 
Presentation Items    
Management Plan Process for Stratton O.S., University Park O.S., Bluestem O.S          Sarah Bryarly 
Update on Red Rock Canyon Improvements           Sarah Bryarly 
Impacts of Tussock Moth Infestation on TOPS Properties             Dennis Will 
2016 Discover Colorado Springs Calendar             Tilah Larson 
 
 
Staff Reports    
Update on Foothills Trail Flood Damage Repairs             Chris Lieber 
Update on Wedgewood Property Proposal             Chris Lieber 
 
 
Citizen Discussion                        Citizens 
 
 



 

 

COLORADO SPRINGS PARKS AND RECREATION DEPARTMENT 
 

TOPS WORKING COMMITTEE 
 

 
Date: September 2, 2015 
 
Item Name: Proposed Revision to City Code to Conform to Voter Approved TOPS Ordinance– 

Action Item 
 
SUMMARY: The voter approved TOPS Ordinance establishes the framework for the Trails, Open 
Space and Parks Program.  The TOPS Ordinance was originally approved on April 1, 1997 and has 
since been amended by the voters on several occasions.  The current City Code has not been 
updated to reflect all of the amendments that have been approved by the voters; expressly the 
requirement for biennial financial audits of the TOPS Program, and the recent change to allow more 
flexibility for spending within the TOPS Parks Category.  Staff is seeking revisions to the City Code to 
conform to the current voter approved TOPS Ordinance. 
 
CURRENT STATUS:  Staff has prepared draft ordinance language to amend City Code section 202 
(deposit and expenditure of revenues) and section 203 (biannual independent audit) of part 2 (deposit 
and expenditure of revenues) of article 6 (trails, open space and parks program) of chapter 4 (parks, 
recreation and cultural services) of the code of the City of Colorado Springs 2001, as amended, 
pertaining to expenditure of revenues and independent audit.   
 
The need for an update to the City Code was identified by staff and confirmed via the 2014 TOPS 
Audit process.  The City Auditor has recommended that these changes be made to the City Code for 
consistency between the voter approved TOPS Ordinance and the City Code.  Since the effective 
date of the voter approved TOPS Ordinance Amendments, the TOPS Program’s actions and 
activities have been in full compliance with the voter approved requirements for biennial financial 
audits and parks category expenditure requirements.  
 
The proposed City Code amendment simply brings the City Code into conformance with the current 
voter approved TOPS Ordinance. 
 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS:   N/A 
 
BOARD/COMMISSION RECOMMENDATION:  N/A 
 
STAKEHOLDER PROCESS:  N/A 
 
ALTERNATIVES:  N/A 
 
RECOMMENDATION:  Staff recommends approval of the proposed Ordinance to amend the City 
Code to conform with the current voter approved TOPS Ordinance. 
 
PROPOSED MOTION:  A motion approving the proposed Ordinance to amend the City Code to 
conform with the current voter approved TOPS Ordinance. 
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ORDINANCE NO. 15-__________ 
 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 202 (DEPOSIT AND 
EXPENDITURE OF REVENUES) AND SECTION 203 
(BIANNUAL INDEPENDENT AUDIT) OF PART 2 (DEPOSIT 
AND EXPENDITURE OF REVENUES) OF ARTICLE 6 (TRAILS, 
OPEN SPACE AND PARKS PROGRAM) OF CHAPTER 4 
(PARKS, RECREATION AND CULTURAL SERVICES) OF THE 
CODE OF THE CITY OF COLORADO SPRINGS 2001, AS 
AMENDED, PERTAINING TO EXPENDITURE OF REVENUES 
AND INDEPENDENT AUDIT 

 
NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY OF 

COLORADO SPRINGS: 

 
 Section 2.   Section 202 (Deposit and Expenditure of Revenues) and 

Section 203 (Biannual Independent Audit) of Part 2 (Deposit and Expenditure of 

Revenues) of Article 6 (Trails, Open Space and Parks Program) of Chapter 4 

(Parks, Recreation and Cultural Services) of the Code of the City of Colorado 

Springs 2001, as amended, is amended to read as follows: 

 
4.6.202: Deposit and Expenditure of Revenues: 
 

*  *  * 
 
H.  Use For Parks: Of the revenues received from the sales and use tax and 
other revenue sources, after deductions for planning as described in subsection 
A of this section, a maximum of twenty percent (20%) of the revenues may be 
used to acquire an interest in new open space land for new park areas, 
including the construction and acquisition (but not maintenance) of new park 
area recreational capital improvements for the use and benefit of the public. 
Recreational improvements shall be limited to the purposes described in section 
4.6.101 of this article. Any funds or other revenue received pursuant to this article 
that is spent on existing lands owned by the City may be spent only to acquire, 
construct, establish and maintain new parks and related facilities thereon as are 
described in section 4.6.101 of this article and to maintain and renovate all City 
Parks.   
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4.6.203: BIANNUAL BIENNIAL INDEPENDENT AUDIT: 
 
The City shall adopt regulations requiring an independent biannual biennial 
audit of the expenditures of all of the net proceeds from the sales tax and other 
revenue. The City Council, with City and advisory committee participation, shall 
regularly review the audits with a view to establishing expenditure priorities. 
 

Section 3.  This ordinance shall be in full force and effect from and after 

its final adoption and publication as provided by Charter. 

 Section 4.   Council deems it appropriate that this ordinance be 

published by title and summary prepared by the City Clerk and that this 

ordinance be available for inspection and acquisition in the office of the City 

Clerk. 

 Introduced, read, passed on first reading and ordered published this ____ 

day of _____________________________, 2015. 

 
Finally passed: _____________   ________________________________ 
       Merv Bennett, Council President 
 
Delivered to Mayor on _____________________. 
 
 
Mayor’s Action: 
 
□ Approved on ______________________.   
□ Disapproved on _____________________, based on the following objections: 
 
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

________________________________  
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John W. Suthers, Mayor 
 
Council Action After Disapproval: 
 
□ Council did not act to override the Mayor’s veto. 
□ Finally adopted on a vote of ________________, on ________________. 
□ Council action on __________________ failed to override the Mayor’s veto. 
 
 
 
       ________________________________ 
       Merv Bennett, Council President 
ATTEST: 
 
 
_________________________________ 
Sarah B. Johnson, City Clerk 


