View In browser: Click here

Pikes Peak Summit Complex Newsletter
April 2019
SHORT CONSTRUCTION SEASON ON THE SUMMIT*

CITIZENS, COMMUNITY LEADERS,
ADVOCATES FOR PIKES PEAK SUMMIT
HOUSE (APPSH) PLAY KEY ROLE IN
BUILDING PROJECT SUPPORT
Over the past several years, numerous local
citizens, community leaders and advocates have
shown their passion for the Pikes Peak Summit
Complex project. Early on in the project planning,
an advocacy and communications committee met
for several months providing input to the design
team and helping plan the public input process.
They met regularly with the team and have been
instrumental with communication guidance. Their
passion and continued involvement in the project
is greatly appreciated, especially as we move
toward this summer's kickoff of the public
campaign.

Fairweather seasons are short on Pikes Peak, where construction of a new
visitor center is underway at the summit of the 14,115fthigh mountain. By
October, temperatures can plummet to zero, with wind chills falling well
below that. Snowstorms sweep in quickly, with wind gusts reaching 100 to
200 mph. During winter, temperatures drop to 40 degrees. During
excavation last fall, crews endured four snowstorms.
During the abbreviated construction season last year, crews blasted 10 to 25
ft below grade to reach bedrock, says Steve Horner, principal with HCDA
Engineering Inc., Colorado Springs, the project's structural engineer. Among
other advantages, excavation to bedrock removed the need to support the
building on a belowgrade layer of permafrost, he says. Crews also placed
43 cubic yards of concrete footings, the beginning of foundation work for the
new complex.

COMPLIMENTARY SHUTTLE RESUMES IN
MAY TRANSPORTING SUMMIT VISITORS

Beginning in late May, Pikes Peak  America's
Mountain will again implement a temporary,
complimentary shuttle service to transport visitors
to the summit. Visitors who use the shuttle will
drive part way up the Pikes Peak Highway to one
of three parking lots before taking the shuttle to
the summit. Last year the shuttle service

By October, however, "We were
sitting out two days per week,"
recalls Tim Redfern, construction
manager with GE Johnson. "We
couldn't send workers out into zero
degree temperatures with wind chills
of 10 degrees below zero."

successfully eliminated traffic congestion at the
summit, logging more than 225,000 miles. If you
have questions about the shuttle, please visit
website www.pikespeakcolorado.com

Instead, activity continued in several
local Colorado Springs
prefabrication shops, where
specialty contractors created precast
exterior walls, rebar cages and
components for a hydro radiant
heated flooring system, among other
components.

Send an email to
SummitComplexInfo@springsgov.com
and request to be added to the enewsletter
distribution list.

*Information extracted from ENR
Engineering NewsRecord
https://www.enr.com/articles/46700new
visitorscenterbeingbuiltforpeak
conditions
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CONSTRUCTION WORK RESUMES ON THE SUMMIT*

Pikes Peak Cog Railway
USARIEM

PARTNERS WORK TOGETHER
TO MAKE PROJECT REALTY

Earlier this month, crews were preparing to ascend Pikes Peak for what
promises to be a busy summer construction season. Before they resume
work, workers must pass a physical exam to ensure they can handle the
effective oxygen content atop the summit, only about 11.9% compared with
20.9% at sea level.

U.S. Forest Service
National Park Service
State Historic Preservation Offices and
tribal representatives
City of Colorado Springs, Pikes Peak 
America's Mountain
The Broadmoor Pikes Peak Cog Railway
The U.S. Army High Altitude Laboratory
Colorado Springs Utilities
US Army Research Institute of
Environmental Medicine
Citizens, supporters and community
leaders

Nearly 15 vans shuttle workers from construction headquarters, located part
way up the mountain, to the summit, about a 45minute ride. After stretching
and flex exercises, crew members team up in pairs as a safety measure for
work conditions that can cause dizziness, headaches, nausea and sluggish
movement.

CONSTRUCTION LOOKAHEAD

Productivity isn't optimal at such
altitudes relative to projects at lower
elevations, with workers achieving
about onequarter less work per hour
for a given task. Conditions dictate
that work shifts last only 6.5 hours
before crews are transported back
down the mountain. "One reason we
deploy vans is to ensure everyone
who makes it up the mountain also
makes it back down," Redfern says.

Key 2019 milestone dates:

As workers acclimate to the thin air, they usually find they can spend longer
periods atop the summit, says Jack Glavan, Manager with Pikes Peak 
America's Mountain, who manages the project for the City of Colorado
Springs. If all goes as planned, the entire new structure will be enclosed by
late this fall, allowing interior work to continue throughout the winter, as long

Construction continues during the warm
mild months to complete the building
exterior with building interior work
beginning late 2019.

Foundations  Early Summer 2019
Structural Steel  Early Summer 2019
Concrete Slab Sequence  Early Summer
2019  MidOctober 2019
Exteriors  Early Summer 2019  Late Fall
2019
Precast  Summer 2019
Dry in and WinterTight  Fall 2019
Project Completion: Late 2020

WATER CONSERVATION A HIGH
PRIORITY FOR SUMMIT FACILITIES

as weather conditions enable crews to get up and down the mountain safely.
Ideally, the facility's heating system will be fully in place by fall as well.
Assuming Mother Nature cooperates, the team is targeting a building
completion date of fall 2020. The existing visitor center at the summit of
Pikes Peak remains open throughout construction of the new complex. Site
work to demo the existing visitor center in 2021.
*Information extracted from ENR Engineering NewsRecord
https://www.enr.com/articles/46700newvisitorscenterbeingbuiltforpeak
conditions

ELEVATED BOARDWALK SYSTEM ON THE SUMMIT

A PermaTrak® boardwalk system, an environmentallyfriendly precast
concrete boardwalk and elevated greenway solution, will be used in three
areas of the new 38,000 squarefoot Pikes Peak Summit Complex, set to
replace the existing smaller visitor center. The product will serve as a
pedestrian boardwalk connecting visitors from the parking lot to the new
visitor center and dining terrace, and most impressively will include a
promenade and viewing platform wrapping along the edge of the mountain.

The current Summit Visitors Center requires
more than 300 trips transporting water and
wastewater to and from the summit annually.
Water conservation measures and a localized
reclaimed water treatment system will greatly
reduce the amount of hauling trips required
while also reducing traffic, emissions and
operational costs. To reduce water
consumption, the Summit Visitors Center will
incorporate vacuum systems that cut typical
water use for flush toilets by 80%, says Miles
Dake, principal with Branch Pattern, Denver, the
mechanical engineer.
The conservation measure will produce a waste
stream to be treated by the localized reclaimed
water treatment system that will be located in
the lower level of building. This will be one of
the first treatment systems in Colorado that
treats wastewater to reclaimed water standards
and the reuses the reclaimed water within the
building for toilet flushing. This use of reclaimed
water in Colorado became legal in November
2018 and the formal regulatory approval
process is still being developed. The innovative
treatment system is proposed to incorporate
membrane treatment technology and will
produce category III reclaimed water that is
estimated to account for approximately 37% of
the total water use in the Summit Visitors
Center.

PIKES PEAK INTERNATIONAL HILL CLIMB
FAST FACT

First installed in Australia in 1996, PermaTrak systems are engineered for
design flexibility, ease of installation and longterm durability. Requiring no
maintenance, the PermaTrak system has a design life of 50 to 75 years,
providing a costcompetitive alternative to conventional wood or
manufactured lumber construction; an excellent choice for the harsh
conditions atop Pikes Peak. A custom texture surface selected by the DHM
and RTA Architects design teams is planned for all walking surfaces,
providing more grip for the harsh icy conditions.

NEW SUMMIT COMPLEX NEARS FUNDRAISING GOAL
To date, $53 million has been secured in a public and private partnerships,
including nearly $7 million from private donors toward the overall project goal
of $60 million. More than 80% of the overall project funding and 46% of the
private fundraising goal has been identified and secured. Private donations
have come from individuals ($2,019,000), corporate gifts ($1,217,000), and
support from foundations ($3,660,000). The largest gift to date is $2.5
million, and our average gift is nearly $300,000. As we complete the
requests for major gifts (>$250,000) we are planning to implement broad
public outreach fundraising activities.

Pikes Peak International Hill Climb (PPIHC) Announces 2019
Competitor Challenge Fundraising Initiative
To support this project, organizers of the Pikes Peak International Hill Climb
have created a new prize called the Competitor Summit Complex
Fundraising Challenge for the 2019 race.

The annual Pikes Peak International Hill Climb, or
"The Race to the Clouds," is the country's highest
altitude auto race. The 12.4mile auto race to the
14,115foot summit of Pikes Peak attracts racers
from around the world driving at average speeds
up to 75 miles per hour around more than 150
perilous turns and 1,000 foot dropoffs.
June 30, 2019 Race to the Clouds
CLICK HERE for more information.

FEATURES OF THE PIKES PEAK
SUMMIT COMPLEX
Sustainability
The Summit Visitor Center is poised to live
in balance with the unique environmental
conditions at the summit. Using
sustainable building practices, the visitor
center will offer some of the same
experiences by the mountain's first visitors
more than 200 years ago, while also

2018  Romain Dumas, Unlimited Division, driving a 2018 Volkswagen I.D. R Pikes Peak 
new course record: 7 minutes 57.148 seconds

"Pikes Peak  America's Mountain provides a racing venue like no other.
We are really excited about the new Summit Complex project and all the
ways it will enhance the visitor experience. What better way to support this
venture than with the PPIHC Competitor Challenge, offering past and
present competitors a way to give back to the mountain that has given them
so much."  Megan Leatham, The Broadmoor Pikes Peak International Hill
Climb Executive Director

enhancing the visitor experience both
inside and out.
Economic Benefits
Today, nearly 750,000 visitors arrive at our
mountain's summit each year, contributing
roughly $30 million to the local economy.
At any given time, as many as 600 visitors
may be exploring the summit. Nearly
50,000 visitors hike the Barr Trail to the
summit each year.
Accessibility (ADA Compliance)
The peak will be accessible to all,
regardless of age or mobility. Visitors have
the option to hike to the summit, arrive by
bicycle or vehicle traveling the 19mile
Pikes Peak Highway, or ride the Cog
Railway, currently being reconstructed.
The new Pikes Peak Summit Visitor
Center and summit will be ADA
accessible.
Outdoor Amenities New dining facilities,
an outdoor dining terrace, and an
expanded gift shop entice visitors to
browse our collection of books on area
history, wildlife, and the environment;
pause for refreshments at the café or at
an outdoor dining area; and take
photographs of the unequalled vistas.
Enhanced dining and retail increase
earned revenue to support ongoing
operations and invite
repeat visits.

The Competitor Challenge prize is for the driver/rider that raises the most
funds in support of the new Pikes Peak Summit Complex building leading up
to and during the 2019 event. The prize includes a crystal trophy and your
name immortalized on the donor wall inside the new visitor center at the
summit of Pikes Peak. It is a way for the annual event riders, drivers, fans,
sponsors, and organizers to give back to the mountain, as the new Complex
will make the finish line experience even better.
For more information, visit:
https://donate.givetopikespeak.org/CompetitorChallenge
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